
Media Pack - 2025/2026 & 2026/2027  
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS FOR SELECTED CLIENTS 



Publication Dates:   
We publish on regular Fridays during full Cambridge University term except during the exam period (Easter Term).  

 
There is simply no better way to target Students, Academics, University Staff, College Staff and Cambridge Alumni ΧΦ  
 
Varsity is the only award -winning student newspaper in Cambridge. Established in 1947, we are one of only three fully independen t student 
newspapers in the UK. Unlike other student newspapers affiliated to student unions or University authorities, Varsity retains  full editorial and 
financial independence, making it the most established and trusted news source for anyone with an interest in the University of Cambridge, itsΩ 
Colleges, associated institutions, an interest in higher education or a broader general interest in the City of Cambridge its elf.      
 
Varsity prints up to 19 issues a year, as well as continually  publishing online at Varsity.co.uk. We have an unparalleled reach that extends to all 
31 Cambridge colleges plus Cambridge University faculties and departments and selected retail outlets and other social spaces  th roughout the 
city (plus the Oxford & Cambridge Club in Pall Mall, London!) - our newspaper has over 160 separate distribution points in total . Our free 
newspapers are professionally delivered directly to colleges, teaching faculties, key Cambridge University locations and acro ss the rest of 
Cambridge early on a Friday morning (including Addenbrooke's Hospital).  
 
We print between 7,500 and 10,000 copies per edition, although thanks to our huge alumni readership, our reach into the wider  local 
community and those with an interest in Cambridge itself, higher education and of course the global brand that is Cambridge U niv ersity - the 
PDF and browser versions of the newspaper online means a further 20,000+ weekly readers - we have a huge reach well beyond stude nts 
currently studying at Cambridge. We also have a postal subscription service for readers outside of Cambridge or those otherwi se unable to 
obtain copies locally.  
 
Our advertisers also greatly value our efforts to ensure the distribution of our newspaper to the wider population of Cambrid ge and its visitors. 
We also have branded Varsity newspaper distribution stands in Cambridge including The Grand Arcade shopping centre in the hea rt of the city 
where local residents and tourists can easily pick up copies too!   
  
Online, Varsity.co.uk has been providing up -to-the-minute breaking news and commentary for the past twenty -five years, making us  one of the 
first student newspapers to have an online presence.  

Academic Year 2026/2027 (start):  
Michaelmas 2026: 2 October, 16 October, 30 October, 13 November,               
27 November  

Academic Year 2025/2026:  
Lent  2026: 23 January, 6 February, 20 February, 6 March 
Easter 2026: 24 April, 12 June (The Varsity Review & Yearbook) 



Display Advertising Rates  
(Same prices apply for άCommercial Features έ where we set the space for you in the style of our publication).  

Front Page Bar 
W 270x45mm H 

Quarter  
W 130x170mm H  

Big άQuarterέ  
W 160x200mm H  

Half Page 
W 270x170mm H 

Page 3 Half Page 
W 270x170mm H 

3/4 Page 
W 215x263mm H 

Full Page 
W 270x345mm H 

£600 £500   £350 £350 £150 £300 £220 

Technical: Advertising copy should be submitted as PDF files with all fonts embedded. Artwork must be supplied as a PDF 
File (with all fonts embedded) no large than 50MB. All colours should be in CMYK and all  

images at least 300dpi.Total Ink Limit: 240% Black Ink Limit: 95%.  
Artwork should be received one week before publication date.  

Send your artwork to business@varsity.co.uk  
If you need help, we can assist with creating basic artwork for you, print or online - free of charge!  

Leaflet Distribution: We are able to distribute your flyers and brochures up to A4 in size to all  
Cambridge colleges and faculties as inserts with the newspaper. We can accept your printed  

material up to A4 in size and distribute these into the paper at the cost of £600 plus VAT for a full run. 
Please contact us below for further information.  

All Prices subject to VAT where applicable. For more information please contact:  
Mark Curtis, Business Manager & Company Secretary, Varsity Publications Ltd, University of Cambridge,  

16 Mill Lane, Cambridge, UNITED KINGDOM, CB2 1RX  
Email: business@varsity.co.uk or business@varsity.cam.ac.uk Tel: 01223 337575 

 Back Page Bar  
W 270x45mm H 

£300 

Large Box 
W 105x120mm H 

£75 

Small Box  
W 105x60mm H  

£55 

Full Wrap Round - Front Cover, Inside Front Cover, Back Cover, Inside Back Cover  
Four Pages Total - W 265x370mm H  

£1200 



Online Advertising Rates  
Varsity.co.uk has been providing up -to-the-minute breaking news and commentary for the past twenty or so years, 
we were one of the first student newspapers to have an online presence. Our website was fully redesigned and 
upgraded in April 2016, making its appearance, content and functionality rival that of any national newspaper 
website. Our Varsity newspaper website receives, on average 47,000 unique users each week.    
 
On request, full statistics can be provided when your campaign finishes, including total  impressions per day 
and clicks per day as appropriate.  
 
We appreciate that for some, online advertising can be a bit bewildering, so we Ωve tried to keep things simple! In 
addition to normal desktop browsing, our site is fully functional with mobile phones and tablets. We don Ωt charge 
any extra for mobile phone/tablet banner advertising, but do give you the option of submitting two ads (one for 
mainstream desktop, laptop users and one optimised for mobile and tablet users) at no extra cost to you - this will 
ensure your proposition is presented in the best possible way to all our site visitors.  
 
We can accept almost all types of online advertisement formats including JPEG, PNG, animated GIF, flash and HTML 
files.  
 
All Varsity online articles are also widely circulated on our Twitter feeds, Instagram and Facebook pages.  
 
In addition, all our website articles also appear on the established Google and Apple news feeds etc.   
 
We can also offer sponsored articles/commercial 
features on our website - please contact us for details.  
 
Leaderboard Banner (displayed on all pages)  
Industry standard Size  
Main Dimensions (pixels): 728 pixels W x 90 pixels H     
Mobile/Tablet Dimensions: 600 pixels W x 200 pixels H  
Cost per week: £150 plus VAT.  
 
Top Banner: (displayed on all pages)            
Industry standard size  
Main Dimensions (pixels): 468 pixels W x 60 pixels H  
Mobile/Tablet Dimensions: 300 pixels W x 50 pixels H  
Cost per week: £100 plus VAT.             
 
MPU: (displayed on all article pages)                   
Dimensions (pixels): 250 pixels W x 300 pixels H                            
Single artwork works for mobile, tablet desktop and laptop 
users.  
Cost per week: £80 plus VAT.  
 
Skyscraper Banner: (displayed on all pages)  
Industry standard Size.  
Main Dimensions (pixels): 160 pixels W x 600 pixels H     
Cost per week: £90 plus VAT.  
 
Sponsored Text Weblink:  
Displayed on homepage and all article pages.                                      
Cost per week: £30 plus VAT.  

Leaderboard 

Top Banner 

MPU 
Skyscraper 



The Varsity Review & Yearbook 2026 

-read not only by the Cambridge students themselves - 
but also by their friends and families, along with other 
university and college staff too! The publication as a 
result, along with its Ω wide readership has an incredibly 
long άshelf lifeέ in the homes of graduating students, 
their families and within Colleges and departments at 
the University itself.     
 
The publication (both print and electronic versions) will 
also be widely promoted via social media.  
 
Deadline for receipt of artwork: 15th May 2026. 
 
Print Distribution: 7,500 + copies - June 2024 onwards. 
 
Specifications: 60-64 pages. 60-80 gsm Silk A4 - 210mm 
width x 297mm height  
 
Advertising Rates:  
Full Page: £600 - A4 (portrait)  
Half Page: £300 - 210mm width x 148.5  height  
Inside Back Cover: £1300   
Inside Front Cover: SOLD OUT  
Outside Back Cover: £1300 
 
Artwork requires an additional 3 mm bleed on all edges.  
All prices are subject to VAT.  

Following a major re -design and re-branding in 2021, 
Varsity now produces an annual high quality glossy 
magazine with a broad content appeal, making it 
attractive to all students at the University, staff and 
visitors too!  
     
Still with a focus on finalists/graduating students, the 
publication centres on a full review and analysis of all 
the news and events of the academic year plus 
additional features.  
 
The publication will be delivered directly all 31 
Cambridge colleges plus Cambridge University 
faculties and departments and selected retail outlets 
and other social spaces throughout the city - 160 
separate distribution points in total.  
 
Our advertisers greatly value our efforts to ensure the 
distribution of our newspaper to the wider population 
of Cambridge and its visitors. We also have branded 
Varsity distribution stands in Cambridge including at 
The Grand Arcade shopping centre in the heart of the 
city where local residents and tourists can pick up 
copies too!   
 
This year we are looking to partner with key brands 
locally and further afield; whether they be local 
businesses - or national and international companies 
simply wanting to reinforce their brands by 
associating themselves with success here at the 
University of Cambridge.  
 
In addition, we believe that the publication would be 
of interest to companies looking to offer a wide range 
of propositions (for example property or financial 
services) to the parents of students and their extended 
families too.  
 
We also believe the publication will be of interest to 
major retailers looking to advertise high value items 
that are frequently bought as graduation presents for 
students or even estate agents, property companies 
and developers - advertising property for sale or for 
letting as graduating students begin to move on with 
their lives!  
 
This well -read and high -profile publication is a must if 
you wish to target students and their families either as 
consumers or as potential employees.  
 
Graduate recruiters will find this publication of great 
interest in order to attract students, particularly 
finalists, to their graduate recruitment, training, 
internships, work placements, post graduate 
education courses etc.  
 
By its very nature, the publication will be a much 
treasured souvenir for graduating students, and is well



The Varsity University of Cambridge 
Academic Year Planner (Wall Planner) will 
cover the full forthcoming academic year 
(Starting October 2026).  
 
We will be printing 20,000 copies - one for 
every student!  
 
The Year Planner has proved to be an much-
valued accompaniment to Cambridge 
University life - including term dates and 
many other key University events including 
The Boat Race, the Varsity rugby matches at 
Twickenham, May Balls, graduation dates and 
much more. It also includes space on each 
date for students to add their own notes and 
reminders.  
 
This publication guarantees year -round 
exposure for local and national advertisers.  
 
Not only attractive to graduate recruiters - the 
Year Planner is also an essential publication 
for local business and national retail 
advertisers in order to attract student custom.  
 
So, this high-profile publication is a must if 
you wish to target students either as 
consumers or as potential employees.   
 
This publication will distributed as inserts in 
the first edition of Varsity of the academic 
year. It will also distributed directly to 
requesting College admissions offices, JCRΩs 
MCRΩs and at various FreshersΩ Week arrival 
days at Colleges etc.  
 
Last yearsΩ edition was another huge success, 
proved to be really popular with the students, 
was met with huge demand and extremely 
positive feedback from students, college 
admissions offices and key university 
departments.  
 
 
 
 

Circulation:  
 
20,000 Copies.  
 
Deadline for receipt of artwork:  
 
1 September 2026. 
 
Production: A2 (Double sided folded to A4) 130 
gsm silk - Full Colour.  
  
Advertising Rates:  
 
Horizontal Ad:  
Width 118.5 x 60mm height (7 single slots 
available) plus 3mm bleed on all edges - £300. 
 
Vertical Ad:  
Width 60 x 120mm height (6 single slots 
available) plus 3mm bleed on all edges - £300.  
 
Double space ads are available for £500. 
 
Year Planner Sponsorship:  
 
We are also looking for a sponsor for this 
publication. This will give you, your company 
logo and any key message on the front page, 
also a full back page size A4, inside cover A4 
full page, plus two vertical ads on the planner 
itself.  
 
Full Sponsorship Price: £1,500 
 
All prices are subject to VAT.  

Varsity Academic Year 
Planner 2026/2027 


